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Department of English, DAV PG College, Varanasi, under the aegis of IQAC,
organised a two-day International Conference on “Cultural Studies: Language, Literature and
Media” on the 12th and 13th of October 2023. The inaugural session was graced by the
presence of Prof. Dhananjay Singh, Member Secretary, ICSSR, New Delhi, who served as
the Chief Guest and Keynote Speaker. In his keynote address, Prof. Singh underlined that
values are the fundamental expressions of culture and emphasized that Indian culture has
historically guided the development of human civilization. He elaborated that literature and
language grant intellectual freedom, allowing societies to evolve through independent thought,
and stressed that India possesses a vast and rich literary heritage in its diverse languages that
needs deeper scholarly exploration. He added that wherever linguistic limitations arise in
understanding cultural expressions, media becomes an essential mediator, amplifying access
to knowledge and shaping public awareness. Prof. Singh asserted that literature and media exert
deep influence on society and hold the capacity to transform human thinking and perception.
Following this, Prof. Patricia Austin, the Guest of Honour, reflected on the expansive utility
of language, remarking that its scope cannot be confined to humans alone, as all living beings
communicate through expressive forms that fall under the broader umbrella of language. She
highlighted the profound connection between language and the natural world, drawing
attention to how culture and environment shape one another. Dr. Lucy Guest, the Guest of
Honour, a yoga instructor from the United Kingdom, spoke about India’s unparalleled
contribution to global knowledge traditions. She stated that India symbolizes the radiance of
wisdom and encompasses the spirit of the entire universe within its cultural and literary
philosophy. She particularly emphasised that the Indian ethos of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam—
the idea that the whole world is one family—is most vividly reflected in Indian literature.
According to her, media plays a crucial role in transmitting these values to the younger
generations, and language remains the most fundamental pillar upon which civilizations are
built. Presiding over the inaugural session, Prof. Maya Shankar Pandey explained that the
field of Cultural Studies cannot be thoroughly understood without also studying Western
civilizations, as culture is always shaped through exchanges and comparisons. He noted that in
the contemporary world, media holds tremendous power in shaping cultural understanding,
citing television, advertisements, serials, and cinema as examples of mediums that deeply
influence the psychology and behaviour of society. He expressed that there are vast
opportunities for research in these areas, which require extensive academic intervention.
During the session, Manager Shri Ajit Kumar Singh Yadav felicitated the guests with
bouquets and mementos. Prof. Satay Gopal Jee, Acting Principal of the College, delivered



the formal welcome address, and Dr. Indrajeet Mishra introduced the theme of the
conference. The programme was organised and conducted by Dr. Mahima Singh, and the vote
of thanks was proposed by Dr. Najmul Hasan. Faculty members including Dr. Sangeeta Jain,
Dr. Bandana Bal Chandnani, Sanskriti, and students- Shubham, and Shreeyukta—were
present.

The first plenary session began with Prof. Meenakshi Pahwa from the University of
Lucknow delivering a detailed lecture on the
topic “Water Matters: Reading Literary,
Cultural and Cinematic Representations. ” She
explored the symbolic, ecological, and cultural
meanings associated with water across literary
and cinematic narratives. The session was
chaired by Prof. Anuradha Banerjee from
Vasanta Kanya Mahavidyalaya, Kamacha,
Varanasi, who expanded upon Prof. Pahwa’s
reflections by comparing cultural themes in
cinema and literature. She enriched her remarks by referring to Tagore’s dramatic works and

Swami Vivekananda’s ideas of religion and faith, noting that Vivekananda’s opposition to
dogmatic practices and hierarchical structures contributed significantly to shaping cultural self-
awareness in India. The session concluded with a vote of thanks by Dr. Najmul Hasan.

The second plenary session featured Dr. Mahesh Sharma of the Central University of
Tibetan Studies, Sarnath, and Dr. Rajesh Verma of the University of Allahabad, both of whom
delivered their scholarly insights. Their talks explored intersections of culture, language, and
identity through the lens of contemporary academic discourse. The session was chaired by
Prof. Meenakshi Pahwa and conducted by Dr.
Najmul Hasan, who ensured the smooth
progression of the programme.

The third plenary session was chaired by
Prof. Rakesh Kumar Singh and Dr. Aashish
Pathak, Department of English, BHU
delivered the lecture. He brought into existence

Lobe; 3, subtle nuances of cultural studies where what is
;” Ba called low remains not as low and the gap is bridged.
GE.VV’I'\RANA5| In this session, Dr. Sourfibh Kumar Singh from

_ the Department of English, Vasant College for
Women, Rajghat presented an analytical reflection

on cultural transitions, representation, and the




evolving dynamics of media narratives, adding depth to the academic discourse of the
conference.

On the second day of the conference, in the 4™ plenary session was Dr. Varun Gulati
from the University of Delhi was the speaker.
He highlighted rich tapestry of principles,
cultural systems, and practices that have
thrived within the sacred space of Hindu
Philosophy. Within the vibrant landscape of
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Bharat Distinguished there are individual
scholars who are driven by their own faiths wS e
and respective deities. He established Guru ' -
Govind Sahib as important cultural narrative ""---—-—-/ sl
of Bharat. Participating in this session )

included Dr. Lukasz Barcinski from the Institute of English Studies, University of Rzeszow,
Poland has established his understanding of Poland culture. He highlighted how media-enabled
translations have introduced Polish literature to the world, making cross-cultural understanding
possible through the combined strength of media and literature. Prof. Sudhir Narayan, Head
and Associate Professor, MMMUT, Gorakhpur; and Dr. Rahul Chaturvedi from Banaras
Hindu University also delivered their valuable views in the session. Their deliberations
explored global cultural interactions, translation practices, the evolution of media technologies,
and the need to integrate Indian perspectives within global Cultural Studies frameworks. Prof.
Sudhir Narayan Singh from Madan Mohan Malaviya Technical University, who explained
the foundational phase of Cultural Studies as an academic discipline. The session was chaired
by Member secretary, ICSSR, New Delhi, Prof. Dhananjay Singh. He spoke on different
dimensions of Bharat. The elements which constitute the narratives are remarkable from the
time of Vedas. The fifth session was chaired by Dr. Sudhir Narayan Singh, MMMUT,
Gorkahpur from the Department of Humanities It featured presentations by Dr. Anurag Dabe,
Department of Journalism, BHU, Varanasi. He delivered insightful talks on sociolinguistic
transitions, cultural narratives, and the growing significance of media literacy in academia.

The valedictory session began with an address by Mr. Sumit Awasthi, Associate
Editor at NDTV, who was the Chief Guest. He reflected on the ethical responsibilities of the
media, the necessity of balanced reportage, and the importance of maintaining cultural
sensitivity in journalism. He also emphasised the importance of maintaining the independence



of media in a democratic setup. Senior TV journalist Shri Sumit Awasthi discussed the moral
responsibility of the media to preserve the cultural fabric of the nation. According to him,
humanism must be at the centre of personal and societal progress. He asserted that literature,
language, and media complement one another and that in the digital age, it is necessary to stay
updated with technological advancements to keep pace with the changing world. This was
followed by remarks from the Guest of Honour, Dr. Lukasz Barcinski, who shared his
observations on global academic collaboration and the cultural insights gained through
international dialogue. The Valedictory Address was delivered by Prof. K. M. Pandey,
Department of English, BHU, who summarised the academic richness of the conference and
emphasised the need for continued interdisciplinary and global engagement in cultural studies.
He spoke on the increasing influence of media in society and stressed that freedom of thought
and expression must remain intact. Prof. Satya Gopal Jee, Acting Principal of DAV PG
College, offered the Presidential Remarks, appreciating the collective efforts of all
organizers, scholars, and participants. The conference concluded with a formal vote of thanks
by Dr. Indrajeet Mishra marking the successful conclusion of the two-day event. The session
was conducted by Dr. Mahima Singh. On the occasion Dr. Sangeeta Jain, Dr. Bandana Bal
Chandnani, Dr. Najmul, and Ms Sanskriti were present. Around 150 students participated in
the conference from all over India, Poland, Russia and many others.

MediaCoverage:
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